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A Cardinal in the Driveway
Tricia Stevenson
Death caught her eye at
The very first glance:
The bright red cardinal Frannie 
Killed and left as a bloody
Gift to her owner. She asks
Why the cat killed the 
Cardinal and all I
Think to tell her is
Cats eat birds.
She looks at me amazingly
Knowingly, unnervingly unafraid.
Lily is four; captivated by cardinal 
Death. I’ll die!
She whispers, smiles sweetly.
She’s seen death before
And told someone at the 
Funeral my aunt died because her
Butt quit working. That’s not exactly right
I say, but nothing else, nothing.
How can I teach her something I don’t know.
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